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© America’s young “ambas- |
sadors of peace” arc increas- “
mgly running  into hosullty
' abroad.
This is especially - true of
v4he Peace Corps in Lalin
* America, where a rising left-
: ist-nationalist wave,is. sweep-
- ing the continent.
Hailed . by many

e 2 —————

" Latin

' Americans as the most imag-

- inatlive of President Kenne-
dy's New Frontier prograins
' thn it was created a decade
g0, the Peace Corps now is
bﬁmrr damned by leftist-na-
ixoxmh ts in that region as:
¢ A cover for CIA espio-
. hage activitics.
Y @ A supporter of oppres-
* sjve governments and an out-
ch for ”unpuxuhsm propa-
.gandq
U O An organization bent on
s propagating the use of harm-
‘i'u! drugs among Id(m Amer-
“ica’s young.
O A “Fascist” enterprise
‘whose aim is to desbroy
“Latin America’s vast Indian
population through the use of
ifamily p]axmu*g, contracep-
"lives and even sterilization of
Indian women.
Although none of the
. charges have heen substanti-
i ated, they/recently prompted
the ouster of about 120 mem-
- bers of the Peace Corps mis-
gion from BDolivia, .
- Paradoxically, shepherds
“in Bolivia were using rusty

“{in cans to shear sheep until

the Peace Corps introduced
shears in 1962 and increased
woo! production by thou-
sands of pounds a year. '

" Another country, Panama, '

“requested the withdrawal of

the snore than 80 Pc-'we'
. Corps contingent from its |
“territory in. I«cb;mzy, oslen-

. sibly because the Panamwani-

an government would insti-’
tule a Peace Corps ofits:

©own. The last of the volun-

- teers returned to 1he United
- States i in April.
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“Wo can cnhst Pdnﬂmamg

an voluntcers to do the same
thing ‘the Peace Corps is
doing,” Panamanian Foveign

Minister Juan Antonio 1a<1\

told the United States. He

said the decision ‘“does not
necessarily mean  relations
between our two countries
are cooler.”

However, the request came

alter repeated skirmishes be-
tween Papamanian  strong- =
man Gen. Omar Torrijos and
the Unjted States over the
granting of polilical asylum
in the Amcrican-controlled
Canul Zone 10 porsons Wa -
ed by the 10]11]05 regime.

But it was in Bolivia,
bizarre. is oflen
commonplace, that the Peace
Corps came under the heavi-
cst fire.

- Hardly a wocl' has gou by
thnovt a . verbal  atlack
against the the Peace Corps
since army Gen, Juan Jose
Torres scized the presidencyt,
in a flurry of coups and
counter-coups last October !
and declared his leftist-na-
tionalist intentions.

One week the leftist press
would accuse Peace Corps-
men of being CIA agents in.
mufti.

The next they would be-”

rate the Peace Co*ps for “im- |
pcuahsm" and its aid 1o gov-
ernments whose political phi-

“Josophics counter to their
own.
Wwhen narcotics arrests

were made by police, the
leftist press would blame the
Peace Corps for introducing
the drugs into Bolivia.

Finally, leftists claimed the

Teace Corps was sterilizing
Indian women to exterminate
{he race. )

Oné Peace Corps volunlecr
was
brothel.

The charges were lldl(‘ll-

JJous and few belicved them..

put the Peace Corps was still
given notice in mid-May to

. but we had nothing to do

accused of running a
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'\thn wmd of the cxpul-
sion from Bolivia reached
Washington, Peace Corps ofx
ficials issued a  cautious

statement whlch snid, in

part: E

“We are aware of no spe-
“cific reasons given by the Bo-
livian government for this,
dction. It is noted, however,
that recently many articles
have appe
fan press accusing the Peace

(‘ox'ps of  everything from ;| @

‘Imperialistic spies’ to
Bolivian ~ Indian

“being

i “Hh[]n‘"
Cwomen,

“The charges in BO]IV](L are

" one of those thm';y that don't

really need an answer,”
Warren Dung, difecior of
Public Relations for tha
Peace Corps.

. *The accusztion of bﬂmu a
(,IA front is an old song. \VL
have faced that everywhere
we go. It is politicelly in-
spired. It is not true now, it
never has been and never will
be.

- “As far as the sterilization

says

chcugc:; go, we were involved

in some family planning and
physical hyglene programs,

with any sterilization.

“The charge was trumped
up by people who . . . let's
tsay they didn’t have the best!
intevests of, the Peace Cmps
at heart.”

Dunn s noncommittal
jrbout other, possible trouble:
tspols for the Peace Corps in

P

ared in the Boliv-

. »mala; 20 in° Guyana; 150 in
: :,-Honc.uras 160 m Jarnaica; 65 ;
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“Phere are 10 nmol rnqb-
lems in  those countries,”
“Dupn -says, “The problems
. are minor, of the kind you
have whenever you are xun«

! ning an. operation 111((, ours.

The “operation,” s Dunn’
calls it, is a far cny from
1961, when 12 voluntecrs
were sent to .Colombia to
" trailblaze Peace Cotps activi-
tics in Latin Amecrica,
I\cluclin,rg Bolivia and Pan-
na, the Pmc\ Corps now is

xcpxeuented Jin 18 Latin
“American "’ar.’d “Caribbean
-countries,

Wxth more than 1 000 1en
and nearly 1,000 women, The

41‘/I’eace Cotps’ Latin Ametican

program covers the largest
arca in the wo‘ld Africa is’
second. M :
+/ - There now are 341 Pe xC(‘
-Corpsmen  in - Brazil; 37 -
British  Hondwras; - 83 in ‘
Chile; 191 in Colombia; 90 in
Costa Ricp (with the possibil-
“ity that those cxpelled from -
"Bolivia may be transforred,
“there); 65 in the Dominican -
Republic;-170 in the, castern |
Caribbean; 22 in Ecuador; 70
-in Tl Salvador; 73 in Guate-

"in Nicaragua; 68 in Paraguay, ,
=219 in Pery; nine in Uruguay
and 200 in Venezuela. -

that region «— namely Chile, . -
now run- by a Marxist gov-

eroment, and Peru, wlicie a
leftist-nationalist
juntais in power.

(In the fall of 1969 before:

Marxzist Salvador: -~ Allende

was clected presidént, the

Chilean legislature  unani-
mously . voled to investigate
leftist charges that the Peace
Carps Wwas riddled with CIA
spics. The charges tr 1gg(~.cd
a controversey, but no evi-
deiice of ClA involvement

military- .
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